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ÓN mBORD | MESSAGE FROM THE BOARD:
Haigh a chairde - 

Last month it was the wet and the cool and this month its the sun and warmth.
We're feeling lazy, aren't you? Thankfully, this hasn't put a damper on our
community's engagement and thirst for socializing. Lots going on but our eyes are
fixed on the annual camp out next month. Have you reserved your campsite, yurt, or
RV hook up? More details below.

Muidne le meas i gcónaí,
The MÓD board

AN NUACHT POIBLÍ | Community News:
MÓD LÚNASA GENERAL MEETING:
We're approaching the cross-quarter holiday of Lúnasa, which means it's time
for our third general meeting of the year. General meetings are open to
members to attend and share their ideas, concerns, talents, and resources to
improve the board and keep it focused on what concerns the community the
most. It's scheduled for Saturday, August 6th but we need to secure a
location. Might you be interested in hosting an outdoor gathering of
roughly 20 individuals? We'll share in the hosting responsibilities and even
stay afterward to clean up! Shoot us an email at cceoregon@gmail.com.

STILL NEW BRANCH TREASURER: Chris Septic
Chris joined the MÓD board last month as the new branch treasurer. If you see
him out and about, give him a wave (he's a surfer after all)!

IN PERSON Irish Gaelic Language Courses 
at Portland Community College w/Brian Ó hAirt have been a modest success.
While class sizes are still cautiously intimate, we're making headway with the
community and have an upcoming social night scheduled at O'Leary's (see
more below)!

Here's info for the upcoming autumn term:
Wednesdays October 5th - November 16th, 2022
Irish Gaelic Level 1: 7:30 - 8:50 pm 
Irish Gaelic Level 2: 6:00 - 7:20 pm
Register at www.pcc.edu/community

Please consider joinging a MÓD committee!

We need your help with transitioning the branch back to in-person events. We
need people-power, ideas, solutions, networks, and committment to keep our
branch moving forward after more than two years of treading water. Consider
lending your talents and energy to one of the following committees:

Celtic Community Night Committee

Contact:  Richie Rosencrans - richierosencransmusic@gmail.com 
Lend your efforts in organizing the bi-monthly CCN event.

Campout Committee

Contact:  Dylan Wilde - msdylanwilde@gmail.com 
Lend your efforts in organizing the annual summer campout.

Newsletter Committee

Contact:  Geneviève Galarneau - cceoregon@gmail.com
Lend your efforts in sourcing articles and information for the production of the
monthly newsletter.

Ongoing call for newsletter contributions:
As the monthly branch newsletter starts to take shape, we are requesting the
help of our community to further the impact and relevance of its content. If you
would like to contribute an article, interview, album review, etc. for publication
in our newsletter or would like to offering proofing of content, please
contact: cceoregon@gmail.com

Venue change for FREE Sellwood Community House set dancing classes:
In order to accommodate summer camp programming at the Sellwood
Community House, set dance classes will be relocated to a private residence
nearby, where a covered outdoor wooden dance floor welcomes you. These
classes still run on Mondays from 12:30 - 2:00 pm but please contact Linda
Burch at lindaburch11@gmail.com for the new location's address.

Free set dancing classes at the Sellwood Community House have been a
success! For the summer these classes have moved to a lovely outdoor dance
floor just a few blocks away. Contact Linda Burch at lindaburch11@gmail.com
for address of new location. We're so delighted that our dance community is
rebounding.

IMEACHTAÍ NA MÍOSA | July Events:
FREE Irish Set Dancing Classes <<< NEW LOCATION!
Mondays 12:30 - 2:00 pm
Moved to a new outdoor location in Sellwood
Contact Linda Burch at lindaburch11@gmail.com for address of new location.
Proof of vaccaination required.

Open Session w//Mary Carey <<< NEW!
(open session near the picnic pavilion)
Wednesday July 20th (possibly ongoing if interest is there)
Willamette Park
6500 MacAdam Ave.
Portland OR 97219
7:00 - 9:00 pmish

Glenville - Live in Portland <<< TOMORROW!
Wednesday, July 20th 2022
T. C. O'Leary's Pub
8:00pm
High energy music at the coziest Irish pub in Portland. Glenville is a Boston based Celtic
music band made up of Calum Bell, Elias Cardoso, Eamon Sefton, and Patrick Bowling.

Oíche na n-Amhrán | Night of Songs <<< THIS THURSDAY!
Thursday, July 21st 2022
T.C. O'Leary's Pub
Fear a' Tí: Brian Ó hAirt
8:00 - 10:00pmish
Proof of vaccaination for indoor seating no longer required but mask wearing while not
eating/drinking encouraged.

Imeacht Gaeilge 
Thursday, July 28th 2022
T.C. O'Leary's Pub
7:00 - 9:00pmish
Irish language social gathering for learners and speakers in the area. Gathering in the beer
garden. Conversation and casual instruction. Tá fáilte mhór riomh cách!

Annual All-Ireland Cultural Society Summer Picnic
Sunday, July 31st 2022
St. Birgitta's Catholic Church
11820 NW St. Helens Road
Portland OR 97231
Noon to 3 pm
RSVP HERE!
 

There's been a last minute venue change for Boston-based band Glenville! You
can catch them at O'Leary's Pub THIS WEDNESDAY rather than Richie's
backyard. A/C provided at no additional charge!

We're all looking forward to time spent back learning and playing tunes in the
forest of ZigZag Mountain Farm. More fun to come this year! Bígí linn!

MÓD Annual Summer Campout
Registration is OPEN for the MÓD annual campout, August 26th-28th!  The weekend
has been blocked off just for us, so you'll need to enter a promo code (IRISH) to
make your reservation. Here's how to book:

1. Go to Zigzag's booking website

2. Enter the dates you'd like to book (official campout dates are checking in August
26th, checking out August 28th, but you're welcome to come early and/or stay late)-
-keeping in mind there is a 2 NIGHT MINIMUM--and click "search"

3.  The website will tell you there are no available accommodations for the date
you've selected, but don't believe their lies!! Just click the "Have a promo code?"
button on the far right of the page, then enter Irish and hit "submit code." This will
unlock access to the exclusive MOD event, where you can select your preferred
accommodations (yurt, tent, RV, etc). Once you've submitted your selection, just fill
out your contact and billing info and you're all set! 

To learn more about the campground, see photos, and make your reservation, go
to zigzagmountainfarm.com. For more information and updates regarding this
particular event, check out the events page on our website. We hope you can join us
for this delightful weekend of camping and craic.  Happy trails!

Tom and Phil in front of the 'Wall of Ancestors' at T. C. O'Leary's Pub.

Ellen Lynch

On the east wall of T.C. O’Leary’s Irish Pub on Alberta Street, photos of the
patrons’ ancestors look down upon a joyous gathering of folx imbibing the
spirits and stouts of the Emerald Island. Such was the case on the Night of
Song when my great grandmother, Ellen Lynch, was set on the gold embossed
wallpaper.

Oíche na nAmhrán, as it is called in Irish, is held on the third Thursday of the
month when Brian Ó hAirt hosts an evening of stories, poems and songs of
Ireland.  Songs are often sung in Irish and English with the crowd joining in on
chorus after chorus.

The Third Thursday in May was also my 79th birthday and an occasion to honor
my ancestor, Ellen Lynch, born 1844 to Irish parents in England.

Unfortunately, Ellen, who had a British accent, was shunned by my Irish
forebears. Her own parents probably didn’t appreciate her running off with the
Irish circus performer, jig dancer and dance instructor, my great grandfather,
Morris Cathcart. The Meehans didn’t speak of and hardly recognized that circus
side of the family. Two generations later, I have come to accept her as my kind
of woman!

Her daughter Nellie married my grandfather, Thomas Meehan, and settled in
Deer Island, Oregon, in 1882. My father, Lewis Cathcart Meehan, was the
youngest of her 10 children. I say her children because on my dad’s birth
certificate, the father is listed, but the mother is listed as unknown, a
phenomenon only possible in a patriarchy. Were it not for our maiden aunts
(Alice Meehan and Cousin Molly McGnee) who kept the photos and the
genealogy of our maternal lines, all would be so easily forgotten.

My only remembrance of Nellie was on New Year’s Day, 1950, when we went
to visit her at her home in Northeast Portland. Our mother cautioned us not to
jump on her as she was fragile. As I walked up and looked at her covered in
blankets in her rocker, mom said, “Oh crap, she’s dead!”

Come raise a pint with us, honor your ancestors, the men and women that gave
us life, and share your song, poem, or stories on the Night of Song or another
night on barstool, table, cottage or snug at T.C. O’Leary’s! Sláinte!

Phil Meehan

Review of The Smuggler

“The Smuggler”, by Ronan Noone, 2019.  Produced by

the Corrib Theater, directed by Gemma Whelan and

performed at T. C. O’Leary’s Pub by The Man Himself

from April 28th through May 22, 2022.

90 minutes of rhyme and reckoning in a one act play: The

price you pay for American Individualism

On both opening and closing nights I found myself hunkering down in a familiar
place—the welcoming charm of the eponymous Alberta Arts District pub, TC
O’Leary’s—yet transported by the sophistication of a cleverly crafted script and
great acting into a front row view on American minds navigating the promise of
opportunity that glitters along America’s Red, White, and Blue Streets of Gold. 
It was both a delightful and unsettling journey that I enjoyed so much I went
twice.

The playwright, Ronan Noone, is an immigrant in America, as is actor Tom
O’Leary and Tim Finnegan, the protagonist whose story anchors the audience's
perspective, if not its sense of morality and justice. 

Conveyed in a 9000 word stream of non-stop rhyming stanzas that flowed like a
heart beat in steady and well-paced rhythm, Tom O’Leary unpacked Tim
Finnegan’s story in tight, punchy dialogue with the audience.  With his opening
line, Tim Finnegan claimed kinship: “I am an American” then proceeded to
snuggle up to our sense of national entitlement by pinning our relationship
together with some colorful and at times disquieting awards of achievement for
being true Americans—just like him.

Tim lets us know right off that he was a writer who had been bartending, but the
place closed and he took a gig working with a house painting crew under some
pressure from Tina, his wife, who has lost her patience with his artistic dream
and wants him to be “the man she married”—someone who could—and would
provide for her and their little son Eddie. 

The themes of ethical compromise in service to immediate survival and the
deep desire to find a place of safety and “belongings” are through lines of
meaning conveyed in a poignant little jewel box of a play that recalls
Shakespeare and  Quentin Tarantino then quickly moves on to serve the next
customer a cocktail.  Like Shakespeare, Ronan Noone relied on changes in
voice, attitude and dialogue reference to conjure up characters in the play---
there are 10 of them—Tim, Tina, his in-laws, co-workers and local political
bosses on both side of the law depicted by a minimum of actual actors—this in
case only one.

Tom O’Leary’s performance was masterful and nuanced, imparting to each
character the full flavor of their role without any stage or costume changes—
just the compelling magic of intelligent, empathic acting that conveyed
substantial emotionality within a fine balance of dialogue, movement and comic
relief in perfect timing.  Alone on the stage every minute for well over an hour,
his presence was natural and strong from beginning to end and the rhyming
script flowed in easy rapport. 

With a sly toss of the head, a seductive grazing of a hand along a crossed-leg
thigh, the smug tucking of a curl of hair behind an ear and a snooty little turn up
of his nose, Tim became Tina. With consonants flattened by an east coast
accent resonant with the tired spirit of a woman who doesn’t want to live “like
White Trash” anymore and voice pitched towards an upper range, Tina
implores Tim—and us—to make her life whole.  Isn’t that what we all want?

Deliberately overly theatrical at times, but always amusing, the storyline tags an
allegorical tale of one man’s twisting fate with important questions about
contemporary capitalism. It challenges the audience to consider the position
from which they look on and judge those trying to survive the mosaic of loyalty,
moral relativity, greed and duplicity that are inherent aspects of a global
economic system in which more and more people cannot survive at all.  

Initially produced by Fat Violet Theater as part of the first Irish Theater Festival
in 2019, it won Best Playwright Award at the festival and has been performed
since to rave reviews. Ronan Noone sets the action in a bar, but was more
interested in audience interaction as a component of the story than the setting
itself—being handed a beer, shaking Tim’s hand or finishing a rhyme, so that
the line between “whose in and whose out” of the story is obscured.   However,
there is something about a local watering hole that links the atmosphere of
common struggle and need for connection with enduring recollection.

Despite the long and narrow confines of his pub, Tom O’Leary created
dimension out of thin air, jumping up on the bar itself, and ducking into the
semi-private snug to open up a larger sense of space.   So close we could
touch him, the intimacy of being in a place we knew as “everyday life” dissolved
the separation a formal stage creates: We were all in it together.

The title refers to the dark trade of human trafficking, which, given the limits of
the form, is only lightly considered, but it signals the insidious and inevitable
methods through which boundaries are crossed and “what was once prohibited”
becomes firmly situated in the center of identity, both personal and national.

 “The Smuggler” turns Tim—and the countless immigrants he represents—
inside out in our heads as opportunity directs him towards choices he had
never before considered.  His sometimes extreme choices are not meant to
cast a dim light on the hard-working and decent people who constitute the
majority of those who emigrate to the USA every day and honestly contribute to
effective civil society—Tim’s choices frame a metaphorical dilemma—how free
can we really be an economic system that directs opportunity on a rigged
playing field? 

In fresh and amusing style, “The Smuggler” and Tom O’Leary’s fluid portrayals
of character took the audience on a wonderfully bumpy ride through the journey
of the nameless folk who wave in the distance from ladders leaning on fruit
trees, standing under the hot sun in the midst of lettuce rows, commanding a
vacuum down a hotel hallway and or pushing a broom along the parade route
of cultural immigration right outside our door.  Despite a few twinges of
discomfort in doing so, we wave back from our seats and go on with our lives,
perhaps grabbing a pint at the pub before making our way home, thoroughly
entertained.
 

Kathleen Walsh

Commentary by Tom O’Leary: “It was an absolute treat to work with Gemma Whelan.”  Tom described his

gratitude at being allowed to bring the full range of his own intuition and capacities as an actor to the role

in a very collaborative direction that resulted in a production that was much greater than the sum of its

parts.  Gemma’s professionalism wove together the more intellectual underpinnings to what seems a

simple story on the surface with a sense of playful, respectful regard for what everyone contributed,

bringing her remarkable command of the art form to a final interpretation in which the entire team felt

supported to be their very best in creating a textured, compelling production.  Gemma went so far as to

set up online meetings between Ronan Noone, Tom and herself, which further enhanced the sense of

deep collaboration he felt with the company from start to finish.   

The opportunity to return to acting rekindled a renewal of Tom’s life-long love of theater, and he described

how his imagination and excitement for potential expansions of the production have been expanded. 

Local public response to the show has been quite positive and there just might be more performances of

“The Smuggler” in the near future, staged both near and far, depending on how such plans can combine

with the already very busy work and family roles Tom juggles.  Stay tuned for updates from Corrib

Theater!

NA SEISIÚIN | Sessions

Intermediate Session w//Tim Smith <<< STILL NEWISH!
(open session)
Mondays
Grady's Public House
2714 NE 114th Ave
Vancouver WA 98684
7:00 - 9:00 pmish

The Lads (& Lady) Live in the Pub: 
(session by invite)
Mondays
T.C. O'Leary's Pub
8:00pm - 10:00 PM
Proof of vaccaination for indoor seating no longer required but mask wearing while not
eating/drinking encouraged.

Seisiún na mBan | Women's Session:
(open session)
Tuesdays
T.C. O'Leary's Pub
8:00 - 10:00 PM
Proof of vaccaination for indoor seating no longer required but mask wearing while not
eating/drinking encouraged.

Taking-Time Slow Session w/John Whelan:
(onlline session)
Wednesdays
Zoom!
4:00 PM
http://johnwhelanmusic.com/slow-session/

Players and listeners of all levels are very welcome to enjoy playing or hearing favorite
tunes at a moderate tempo. This is an opportunity for learning new tunes, as everybody
but the session leader (John) will be muted while they play.

Irish & Trad Tune Sessions in the Park
(open session)
Thursdays
Cook Park
17005 SW 92nd Ave
Tigard OR 97224
3:00 - 5:00 pm

Intermediate Session w/Sandi O'Regan:
(open session)
Thursdays 
The Dullahan Irish Pub
352 SW B Ave, Lake Oswego
7:00 - 9:00 PM

Olympia Monthly Irish Singing Session:
(online session)
ON SUMMER BREAK!
Zoom!
7:00 - 9:00 PM
For RSVP and link contact jpartlow@aol.com

MÓD Youth Session w/Niamh Branigan:
(outdoor open session for youth)
ON SUMMER BREAK!
Hostel Café 
1810 NW Glisan Ave
12:00 - 1:30 PM

Trail Jams Session:
(open session)
Sundays
Hostel Café
1810 NW Glisan Ave
1:30 - 4:30 PM

Irish Piping Tunes w/ Preston Wilde and Conor O'Bryan:
(session by invite)
Sundays
T.C. O'Leary's Pub
2:00 - 5:00 PM
Proof of vaccaination for indoor seating no longer required but mask wearing while not
eating/drinking encouraged.

Highly lauded Téada comes to the Grange Hall in Tualatin this August. There's
a generous discount for our branch members. More details below!

ROMHAINN | Looking Ahead:
Céilí of the Valley | 2nd Friday Céilí
Friday, August 12th 2022
VFW Hall
630 Hood Street NE
Salem OR 97301

Doors: 7:00 PM.
Live music: 8-11:00 PM.
Musicians: Channing Dodson, Sam Vogt, Laura Reed
Caller: Bruce Kenny
Admission: $10 per person 
https://ceiliofthevalley.org/2nd-friday-ceili/

All ages welcome! Proof of vaccination and mask wearing required.

Fleadh Cheoil na hÉireann (All-Ireland)
Mullingar, Co. Meath
July 31-August 7th 2022 
https://fleadhcheoil.ie

Cascadia Irish Music Week
The Evergreen State College Campus
August 7-13th 2022 
https://www.cascadiairish.org

Téada in Concert (www.teada.com)
Wednesday August 24, 7:30pm
Winona Grange #271
8340 SW Seneca St
Tualatin OR 97062

To purchase tickets visit:
https://www.tickettomato.com/event/7604/teada 
Branch Discount Code: CCE
Discounted Advance Ticket Price: $20
Regular Advance Ticket Price: $25
Door Ticket Price: $35

Celtic Community Night 
Artichoke Community Music
2700 SE Powell Boulevard
Portland OR 97202

Upcoming dates and acts for 2022:
September 14th: Two Rivers Portland Céilí Band w/Portland area set dancers.
November 9th: Portland Harpers Showcase
If you have any suggestions for local or regional acts that might fit well into CCN
programming, contact Richie Rosencrans at richrosencrans@gmail.com
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