
BEALTAINE | May 2023 Newsletter

ÓN mBORD | Message from the board:
A chairde,

We're all still buzzing from the Bealtaine Rambling House. Such amazing summer-
like weather! It was so nice having the singing circle in the shady peace garden out
behind Waverly UCC and it was great to spread out onto the law for the evening
session, too. We're so ready for summer and we certainly gave it a proper
welcome at this month's quarterly event! 

Looking ahead, we'll likely be pivoting our summer schedule to accommodate the
beautiful weather, especially for Celtic Community Night in July/August and the
Lúnasa Rambling House, so stay tuned. Oh, and don't forget the campout in late
August at ZigZag Mountain Farm! It's just on the horizon.

So as the summer spreads her mantle over Portland, take in a deep breath and
appreicate the smell of blossoms, fresh-cut grass, and rain on the breeze. Let your
eyes drink in the rainbows and ever-lengthening sunsets. Let out a sigh of relief and
bring on the easy months. Thugamar féin an samhradh linn - we brought the summer
with us!  

Your friends,
An Bord

The Bealtaine Rambling House held on Saturday, April 29th was a blast in spite
of the heat wave! A HUGE thank you to all of the folx who volunteered time,
energy, talent, and resources to make it a fun and celebratory event - especially
Waverly UCC! Mark your calendars, friends - the Lúnasa Rambling House will
be on Saturday, July 29th 2023! Bígí linn, a chairde.

AN NUACHT POIBLÍ | Community News:

Celtic Community Night volunteers at Artichoke Music:
Call for volunteers!! Community members interested in being involved with
running sound, tending bar, welcoming folx at the door, or playing MC for the
Celtic Community Night events at Artichoke Community Music should
contact Angie Cathey.

All-Ireland Cultural Society:
The May edition of their newsletter is available here!

Corrib Theatre Production:
Myra's Story by Brian Foster, directed by Gemma Whelan. 
May 5 - 28, 2023
Thu - Sat @ 7:30pm, Sun @ 2pm

A scream from the streets. A plea to be seen as human...
Embodying Irish humor and tenacity, Myra chronicles her struggle with
alcoholism and the generational and political traumas that fuel it. She
introduces a cast of colorful characters from her working-class Dublin
community, whose own challenges fill in the larger picture of a battered but
resilient Irish society.

For more info and to purchase tickets visit Corrib Theatre online.

Portland Community College:
Summer Irish Offerings 2023

Life Through Language
An exploration of Irish language cultural practices (no Irish needed)
Tuesdays 6:00 - 8:00 pm
7/11/23 - 8/15/23

History of Irish Traditional Music
An exploration of the historical and social development of Irish traditional music.
Wednesdays 6:00 - 8:00 pm
7/12/23 - 8/16/23

Irish Set Dancing & Kitchen Dances
Learn the basic vocabularly and movements of Irish set dancing and two-
handed kitchen dances.
Thursdays 6:00 - 8:00 pm
7/6/23 - 8/10/23

Registration opens Wednesday, May 31st 2023. To register visit
PCC's Community Education page.

Portland Hibernian Society:
Upcoming meeting on Thursday, May 18th at 6pm at Kells Pub downtown.
Discussion topic: “The Immortal Irishman - The Irish Revolutionary Who
Became An American Hero” by Timothy Egan. To get on the PHS emailing list,
contact Bill Gallagher and be sure to follow PHS on their Facebook page.

AN MARGADH | The Marketplace:

Stagi Concertina for sale
Model: W15LN
Key: C/G
Price: $500 

This beginner-level concertina has fully functioning buttons and reeds. You may need
to replace straps if further adjustments are needed. There are minor dings and
scratches but no leaks in the bellows. This is definitely a beginner instrument, but a
solid one! Also comes with a black carrying case as pictured below. For more
information or to make an offer, contact Maggie at 505-850-4391 or
margieBee@protonmail.com.

   

Do you have instruments, music paraphenalia, etc. needing a good home? We're
setting aside space in our newsletter as a marketplace to sell/trade/swap your
treasures with other folx in our community. Send us a description of your wares with
picture(s) and price/trade/swap conditions, and we'll be sure to include it in the next
newsletter.

RANGANNA NUA | New Class Offerings:

Local dance teacher and tin whistle extrodinaire, Geraldine Murrary, will be
offering three community classes for adults and teens for May through July as
well as Youth Summer Camps for June and July. Read on below for all of the
details!
       

       

Céilí Dancing for Teens & Adults:
May/June/July
Wednesday 7-8 pm 

Beginner Tin Whistle:
May/June/July
Monday 6-7 pm for Kids and Adults
Wednesday 6-7 pm for Kids and Adults
Thursday 4-5 pm for Kids

Irish Tune Learning:
May/June/July
Saturday 2-3 pm

Summer Youth Dance Camps
(For beginning dancers):
June 19-22
June 26-29
July 10-13
9am - Noon each day
Ages 5-12 years

Registration and more info on: www.murrayirishdance.com

SEISIÚN CUIMHNEACHÁIN | Joe Root Session
On Wednesday April 5th, a public memorial session was held for boxman and dear
friend Joe Root, at The Dublin Pub in Raleigh Hills in Southwest. There was a fitting
turnout from Irish, Brazilian, and French music and dance communities, including our
friends from Céilí of the Valley in Salem. Joe's partner Laurel and brother Eric
(everybit the image of Joe!) joined in the celebration of his well-liived life. There were
great tunes, dancing, singing, and stories shared for the duration; and people wrote
down their favorite memories of Joe in a book of rememberance. As Joe's parting gift
to us all, Laurel also brought boxes of his Irish music books, CDs, and tapes to share
with the community. More was shared at the Bealtaine Rambling House to an eager
community interested in exploring the collection Joe amassed over the years. We are
still devistated by this loss but were comforted in community as we rallied around the
memory of the unforgetable Joe Root. Ní bheidh a leithéid arís ann!

IMEACHTAÍ NA MÍOSA | May Events:

Celtic Community Night w/Biddy on the Bench
Wednesday, May 10th 2023
Artichoke Community Music
2007 SE Powell Blvd, Portland
Doors: 6:45pm ($10)
Show: 7:00pm
Session: 8:00pm

MÓD Youth Session w/Niamh Branigan
Sunday, May 14th & 28th 2023
Rose City Book Pub <<< NEW LOCATION!!! 
1329 NE Fremont Street, Portland
4:00 - 5:00 PM

Oíche na n-Amhrán | Night of Songs
Thursday, May 18th 2023
T.C. O'Leary's Pub
Fear a' tí: David Ingerson
2926 NE Alberta St, Portland
8:00 - 10:00 PM

An Céilí Beag
All-sets céilí w/Maldon & Phil Meehan
Live music by Bob Soper 
Saturday, May 27th 2023
Waverly United Church of Christ
3300 SE Woodward St, Portland
4:00 - 7:00 PM $10 general / $5 for students

Come out for an evening of entertainment with Biddy on the Bench followed by
community music making. Bar serving drinks and snacks throughout. HUP! 

DAMHSA SA MBAILE | Dancing Around Town:

Set Dancing Classes w/Linda Burch
Sellwood Community House
1436 SE Spokane Street
Portland OR 97202
Mondays 12:30 - 2:00 PM
For more information contact Linda.

Set Dancing Classes w/Maldon & Phil Meehan
Waverly United Church of Christ
3300 SE Woodward Street Portland OR 97202
Saturdays 4:00 - 6:00 PM
Click here or more information.

Open Session w/Tania Skinner
(informal set dancing)
Wednesdays
Dublin Pub
6821 SW Beaverton Hillsdale Hwy Portland OR 97225
7:00 - 10:00 PM

Join the Portland Set Dancing Facebook group to keep up-to-date on set dancing in
the Portland area. Also, visit: www.cceoregon.org/portlandsetdancing.

Come celebrate Phil Meehan's 80th birthday at the final Saturday Céilí Beag!
Tea, sandwiches, and sweet treats to follow the breathtaking set dancing.

NA SEISIÚIN | Sessions:

Kate and the Lads Live in the Pub:
(session by invite)
Mondays
T.C. O'Leary's Pub, Portland
8:00pm - 10:00 PM

Seisiún na mBan | Women's Session:
(session by invite)
Tuesdays
T.C. O'Leary's Pub, Portland
8:00 - 10:00 PM

Open Session w/Tania Skinner:
Wednesdays
Dublin Pub
6821 SW Beaverton Hillsdale Hwy, Portland
7:00 - 10:00 PM

Taking-Time Slow Session w/John Whelan:
(online session)
Wednesdays
Zoom! http://johnwhelanmusic.com/slow-session/
4:00 PM

Players and listeners of all levels are very welcome to enjoy playing or hearing
favorite tunes at a moderate tempo. This is an opportunity for learning new
tunes, as everybody but the session leader (John) will be muted while they
play.

Kells Session w/rotation of musicians:
(session by invite)
Thursdays
Kells Pub
112 SW 2nd Ave, Portland
6:00 - 8:00 PM

Open Session at the Dullahan:
Thursdays
The Dullahan Irish Pub
352 SW B Ave, Lake Oswego
7:00 - 9:00 PM

Olympia Monthly Irish Singing Session:
(online session)
Saturdays
Zoom!
7:00 - 9:00 PM
For RSVP and link contact Seán Williams

MÓD Youth Session w/Niamh Branigan:
Second & fourth Sundays of the month
Rose City Book Pub
1329 NE Fremont Street, Portland
4:00 - 5:00 PM

Trail Jams Session:
(open session)
Sundays
Hostel Café
1810 NW Glisan Ave, Portland
1:30 - 4:30 PM

Irish Piping Tunes w/ Preston Wilde and Conor O'Bryan:
(session by invite)
Sundays
T.C. O'Leary's Pub, Portland
2:00 - 5:00 PM

Intermediate Session w//Tim Smith:
(open session)
Sundays
Brickhouse
109 W 15th St Vancouver WA 98660
6:30 - 8:30 pmish

The Comhaltas North American Convention is coming up in late June! Come
for nearly a week of workshops, sessions, and céilithe, and stay on for a tour of
the nation's captial and Independence Day festivities. More information below! 

ROMHAINN | Looking Ahead:
Céilí of the Valley | 2nd Friday Céilí
Friday, May 12th 2023
VFW Hall 630 Hood St. NE
Salem, Oregon

Doors: 7:00 PM.
Live music: 8-11:00 PM.
Caller: Sam Keator
Musicians: Geraldine Murrary, Nancy Conescu, Kate Gregory
Admission: $10 per person 
Click here for more info!
All ages welcome!

Celtic Community Night
Artichoke Community Music
Wednesday, June 14th 2023
Bloomsday Celebration & Benefit for Corrib Theatre
2700 SE Powell Boulevard
Portland OR 97202
Like & follow the CCN Facebook page!

Doors: 6:45 PM
Performance: 7:00 PM
Community music: 8:00 - 9:00 PM
Admission: $10 per person

If you have any suggestions for local or regional acts that might fit well into CCN
programming, contact contact the CCN team.

Comhaltas North American Convention
June 29th - July 2nd 2023 Bethesda MD
More info here!

MÓD Annual Camp Out
August 18-20th 2023
ZigZag Mountain Farm
Rhododendron OR
Make reservations here!

If you wish to reserve your camping spot, please type in the specific dates for
the campout rather than choosing them from the calendar (there's a technical
issue that's affecting the calendar option currenlty). Once you search for the
dates manually, enter the promo code IRISH to finalize your reservation! HUP! 
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