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ÓN mBORD | Message from the board:
A chairde,

This month is starting off on a wet and chilly foot! But that's no shock because the
month of Samhain marks the traditional New Year and beginning of winter in the
Celtic calendar. An Chailleach (the veiled one) visits our realm during these darker
months withering our crops and bringing frost, ice, and snow in her wake. She
represents the primordial force of land and nature but fear her not! She ages
backward and come Imbolg (spring) she is a lovely, fruitful maiden bringing warmth
and prosperity once again to our crops and land. We are one of the few places in the
world that experience the seasons the way Ireland does so stop yer complainin' and
throw on those layers. ;-)

As the new MÓD board for the 2022-2023 fiscal year and during our membership
renewal drive, we warmly welcome you back and look forward to continuing to bring
out of hibernation programming that so keenly engaged our community in pre-
pandemic times. We especially welcome those who are joining MÓD for the first time
and look forward to getting to know you better in the near future.

Fáilte roimh chách,

Your new MÓD board 

Inaugural Rambling House A Success!

Our inaugural Rambling House event was a raging success! GO RAIBH MÍLE MAITH

AGAIBHSE GO LÉIR! A HUGE thank you to everyone who gave us their time, energy,

talents, money, and food! We'd especially like to thank all of our generous volunteers

including Tania Skinner for organizing the potluck; Phil Meehan and Christina White for

calling our set and céilí dances; and Preston Howard-Wilde and Conor O'Bryan for

holding down the music for the céilí (and the rest of the band too numerous to mention!).

Thank you to everyone who lead a workshop including Niamh Branigan, Teresa Baker,

Mary Lowes and Mary Carey, Geneviève Galarneau, and Betty Woerner, Bill Milles, Phil

Meehan and Geraldine Murray. And not least to Waverly United Church of Christ who

supplied such an amazing venue to set this magic into motion. Honestly, there are too

many people to thank! OUR collective efforts resulted in a fantastic evening of dancing,

singing, music making, eating and socializing. It also created such a warm and welcoming

environment for new community members - and there were MANY. And as a result, *drum

roll, please* we raked in a whopping $980 in donations at the door. That is far above our

wildest fundraising dreams!!! A heartfelt and teary-eyed THANK YOU again from the

bottoms of our hearts and we look forward to more amazing times at the next Rambling

House on Saturday, January 28th 2023! SO MARK YOU CALENDARS!

AN NUACHT POIBLÍ | Community News:

MÓD Membership Renewals:
We are at the start of our organization's new fiscal year, which means it's time
for our membership drive! If you were a member previously, you may have
already received an invoice sent directly to your email inbox. If you've not but
would like to renew, or haven't been a member in the past, please click
here! Feel free to use this link as well to donate, should membership not suit
your interests but you'd like to support our aims.

MÓD Board Election:
Our elections aren't the most exciting. I don't think we've ever had a runoff or
challenger to any incumbent but, given the political climate these days, that's
likely for the best! Thank you for voting none-the-less. Here's your new MÓD
2022-2023 board:  

Chair: Brian Ó hAirt (interim)
Vice-chair: Tania Skinner
Board Secretary: Mary Carey (also regional Vice-chair)
Correspondance Secretary: Mary Lowes
Treasurer: Chris Sepic
PRO: Brian Ó hAirt
Auditor: Dawn Juliano
Registrar: Dylan Wilde
Membership Officer: Nancy Jarrell
Youth Officer: Niamh Branigan (also regional and provincial YO)
Irish Officer: Brian Ó hAirt (also regional IO)
Members-at-large: Preston Howard-Wilde, Geneviève Galarneau, and Emma
Branigan

Call for committee members:
November is the first month of the new fiscal year for the MÓD board. If you are
interested in the types of committee currently organized or in serving on a
branch committee for the 2022- 23 year, please contact us! Committees are the
power behind our organization's vision/aims and help us run successful
programming. Committees are open to members and non-members.

Celtic Community Night volunteers at Artichoke Music:
Call for volunteers! Community members interested in being involved with
running sound, tending bar, welcoming folx at the door, or playing MC for the
Celtic Community Night events at Artichoke Community Music should
contact Richie Rosencrans.

Saturday Rambling House volunteers at Waverly UCC:
Call for volunteers! Community members interested in being involved with room
set up/take down, potluck, and final cleaning duties for the next Rambling
House on January 28th 2023 should contact us!

Call for MÓD Annual Campout Documentation:
Do you have any documentation of the campout at ZigZag Mountain Farm -
photos, videos, audio recordings, etc.? We'd love to include it on our new
archive page on the branch website. Kindly forward us your submissions
by clicking here!

Two Rivers Céilí Band:
Calling all women/femme musicians! Players intersted in learning more about
the Two Rivers Céilí Band should contact Teresa Baker.

All-Ireland Cultural Society:The November edition of their newsletter
is available here!

Ancient Order of Hibernians:
Returning to in person meetings around the long table at Kells Pub (112 SW
2nd Ave in Portland) on Thursday, November 17th 2022 at 6:00 pm. Discussion
topic: the Irish Civil War. Join their Facebook page. Contact Bill Gallagher to
join their mailing list.

In-person Irish Gaelic Language Courses:
Portland Community College (Cascade Campus)

Irish Gaelic 1     CRN: 12947     1/11/23 - 3/22/23
Wednesdays 6:00 - 7:20 pm 

Irish Gaelic 2     CRN: 14724     1/11/23 - 3/22/23     
Wednesdays 7:30 - 8:50 pm 

Irish Gaelic 3     CRN: 14725     1/10/23 - 3/21/23     
Tuesdays 6:00 - 7:20 pm 

Registration for the winter term opens Wednesday, November 23rd 2022. Visit
PCC's Community Education page for listings and more.

AN MARGADH | The Marketplace:

LATEST ENTRY:

1/4 size Erwin Otto Violin/fiddle   $200 
Like new condition, with bow, rosin, shoulder rest and case.  
Model 8011 Serial # 11060 

Please e-mail, call or text Dawn at (503) 367-7708 or dawnmj_2000@yahoo.com

Do you have instruments, music paraphenalia, etc. needing a good home? Send
us a description of your wares with picture(s) and price/trade/swap conditions, and
we'll be sure to include it in December's newsletter.

IMEACHTAÍ NA MÍOSA | [Month] Events:

MÓD Youth Session w/Niamh Branigan:
Saturday, November 6th 2022
Hostel Café 
1810 NW Glisan Ave, Portland
4:30 - 5:30 PM 

Celtic Community Night 
Artichoke Community Music
Cuairt na gCruitirí | Harpers Showcase
November 9th 2022
2700 SE Powell Boulevard
Portland OR 97202

Doors: 6:45 PM
Performance: 7:00 PM
Community music: 8:00 - 9:00 PM
Admission: $10 per person

Colm Broderick & Patrick Finley (workshop/concert)
Co-sponsored with the Portland Irish Pipers's Club
Friday, November 11th 2022
Waverly United Church of Christ
3300 SE Woodward Street Portland OR 97202

Workshop: 5:00 PM, $20, RSVP: prestonhowardwilde@gmail.com
Concert: Doors 7:00 PM, Show 7:30 PM, $20

Céilí of the Valley | 2nd Friday Céilí
Friday, November 11th 2022
VFW Hall
630 Hood St. NE
Salem, Oregon

Doors: 7:00 PM
Live music: 8:00 - 11:00 PM
Musicians: Two Rivers Céilí Band! 
Callers: Maldon Meehan
Admission: $10 per person

Click here for more info. All ages welcome!

Oíche na n-Amhrán | Night of Songs
Third Thursdays (November 17th 2022)
T.C. O'Leary's Pub, Portland
8:00 - 10:00 PM

5th Annual Butterball Céilí 
Saturday, November 26th 2022
Waverly United Church of Christ
3300 SE Woodward Street Portland OR 97202
4:00 - 7:00 PM
Admission: $10
Click here for more info!

Colm Broderick (County Carlow, Ireland) and Patrick Finley (Atlanta, Georgia) have created
a wonderful partnership in Irish traditional music. Colm is a multiple All-Ireland champion
piper and was selected by Na Píobairí Uilleann as the inheritor of Liam Ó Floinn’s pipes,
on Liam’s death in 2018. Having recently been awarded the Gold medal at the Seán Ó
Riada Bonn Óir competition in Baile Bhuirne, Co. Cork, Colm was invited to a private
reception in Áras an Uachtaráin hosted by the President of Ireland, Michael D. Higgins.
While there Colm performed a private concert for the president.

Patrick, a multiple All-Ireland champion fiddler, plays with a unique style with influences
from Sligo and Clare music. Patrick began playing the fiddle at the age of four, joining the
Atlanta Irish Music School, and eventually studying with Sligo fiddler Oisín Mac Diarmada.
Patrick is also an experienced music teacher, having co-founded the Phoenix School of
Irish Arts in Atlanta, teaching Irish music on a variety of instruments.

Together, they focus on creating a refreshingly traditional style of music on the pipes and
fiddle. We're delighted to be able to partner with the Portland Irish Pipers' Club to bring
Colm and Patrick to Portland.

DAMHSA SA MBAILE | Dancing Around Town:

Set Dancing Classes w/Linda Burch
Sellwood Community House
1436 SE Spokane Street
Portland OR 97202
Mondays 12:30 - 2:00 PM
For more information contact Linda.

Set Dancing Classes w/Maldon & Phil Meehan
Waverly United Church of Christ
3300 SE Woodward Street
Portland OR 97202
Saturdays 4:00 - 6:00 PM
Click here or more information.

Join the Portland Set Dancing Facebook group to keep up-to-date on set dancing
in the Portland area or visit our newly dedicated webspace with dance calendar
at: www.cceoregon.org/portlandsetdancing.

Walking the Dog: A New Approach to Irish Set Dancing?

by Miles Óg Gelding                                                                      

Taking your Irish Setter to the dog park can be a real challenge. Most likely the pooch

thinks that they’re the alpha of the pack, and you, the human, must dissuade them of that

illusion. Dog trainers recommend a strong leash across your waist and that you walk

parallel, so the dog sees you as alpha as well. How like partner dancing this is! The so-

called "lead," like an alpha dog, must take that first step and their partner must control

and manage all that energy, so that they move as one unit.

Recall those canine agility contests where the corgi spins circles around the dog person?

Then they dance around the arena as if Seamus Begley is playing polkas in Sliabh

Luachra! There is of course a treat in the dog person's pocket, or at least Rover thinks so. 

This eureka moment came as I was pouring myself a bowl of “Lucky Charms Magic

Shamrock that Turns Milk Green.” I was contemplating at the time just how to remove

gender from teaching traditional Irish Set Dance. The terms “Ladies and Gents” are used

traditionally, as well as diagrams with X’s and O’s. I was familiar with “lead and follow”

from other dance platforms, as well as “bluebirds and flamingos” from preschool initiation

rituals. Each had advantages and disadvantages.

Then, I realized, it was time to walk the dog and it suddenly hit me: The gentle leader!  In

contra-dance control is assured with intense eyeball contact (though it is said to avoid

getting dizzy.) The Irish, however, view eye contact as if it might lead to an occasion of sin.

The strategy that allows two alphas to dance arm in arm, their power equal and shared is

now at hand. Now imagine a magic shamrock in your partner's pierced earlobe or shirt

collar and stare blankly at it while concentrating on the music. At the same time hold your

partner in a firm frame as if heading to the dog park and then you dance.

Of course, there are other methods our partners have used for years, and this does

nothing to solve non-gendered dance terminology. In the end, it is our joy that we share

that moves us around the dance floor with varying degrees of success. And that is as

close to magic as we get.

-Miles

NA SEISIÚIN | Sessions:

The Lads (& Lady) Live in the Pub: 
(session by invite)
Mondays
T.C. O'Leary's Pub, Portland
8:00pm - 10:00 PM

Seisiún na mBan | Women's Session:
(session by invite)
Tuesdays
T.C. O'Leary's Pub, Portland
8:00 - 10:00 PM

Taking-Time Slow Session w/John Whelan:
(online session)
Wednesdays
Zoom!
4:00 PM
http://johnwhelanmusic.com/slow-session/

Players and listeners of all levels are very welcome to enjoy playing or hearing
favorite tunes at a moderate tempo. This is an opportunity for learning new
tunes, as everybody but the session leader (John) will be muted while they
play.

Weekly Session w/rotation of musicians
(session by invite)
Thursdays
Kells Pub
112 SW 2nd Ave, Portland
6:00 - 8:00 PM

Intermediate Session w/Sandi O'Regan:
(open session)
Thursdays 
The Dullahan Irish Pub
352 SW B Ave, Lake Oswego
7:00 - 9:00 PM

Olympia Monthly Irish Singing Session:
(online session)
Saturdays 
Zoom!
7:00 - 9:00 PM
For RSVP and link contact Seán Williams

MÓD Youth Session w/Niamh Branigan:
(outdoor open session for youth)
Second Sunday of the month
Hostel Café 
1810 NW Glisan Ave, Portland
4:30 - 5:30 PM

Trail Jams Session:
(open session)
Sundays
Hostel Café
1810 NW Glisan Ave, Portland
1:30 - 4:30 PM

Irish Piping Tunes w/ Preston Wilde and Conor O'Bryan:
(session by invite)
Sundays
T.C. O'Leary's Pub, Portland
2:00 - 5:00 PM

Intermediate Session w//Tim Smith
(open session)
Sundays
Brickhouse
109 W 15th St
Vancouver WA 98660
6:30 - 8:30 pmish

ROMHAINN | Looking Ahead:

Céilí of the Valley | 2nd Friday Céilí
Friday, December 9th 2022 VFW Hall
630 Hood St. NE
Salem, Oregon

Doors: 7:00 PM.
Live music: 8-11:00 PM.
Musicians: TBD 
Caller: TBD
Admission: $10 per person

Click here for more info. All ages welcome!

Celtic Community Night 
Artichoke Community Music
Tionól na bPiobairí | Pipers Showcase
January 11th 2023
2700 SE Powell Boulevard
Portland OR 97202

Doors: 6:45 PM
Performance: 7:00 PM
Community music: 8:00 - 9:00 PM
Admission: $10 per person

Upcoming dates and acts for 2023:
March 8th 2023 - TBD

If you have any suggestions for local or regional acts that might fit well into CCN
programming, contact Richie Rosencrans.

Saturday Rambling House (Imbolg)
Saturday, January 28th 2023
Waverly United Church of Christ
3300 SE Woodward Street
Portland OR 97202
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