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ÓN mBORD | Message from the board:

A chairde -

It has been our distinct honor serving you all as members of the 2021-22 board of the
Mícheál Ó Domhnaill branch of Oregon. Many of us have served two consecutive
years keeping the ghost ship afloat during the every-shifting pandemic. Some of us
are stepping away for a time or shifting our positions to accommodate new talents,
interests, and passions. We thank you all from the bottoms of our hearts for the
opportunity to steer this ship and prioritize aspects of community that have been
must vulnerable to the effects of the pandemic. Without-a-doubt, we can say that our
community is stronger than ever; that there is ever-growing warmth and kindness in
our community; that programming has returned with vibrancy and excitement; and
that we leave the board in a position to continue down the path to furthering the
legacy of Irish traditional music and dance in Portland. We are tearful on reflecting
back on community-wide accomplishments and have every best wish for the
incoming board that will emerge after the election the final week of October. The
board is simply the brains of the organization and you, friends, are the heart. Go
nearta Dia muid sa ród atá romhainn!  May we be strengthened to tread the road that
is ahead of us!

Your 2021-2022 MÓD Board xoxo 

AN NUACHT POIBLÍ | Community News:
MÓD Membership Renewals:
We are coming to the end of our organization's fiscal year, which means it's time for our
membership drive!  If you were a member previously, you may have already received an
invoice sent directly to your email inbox. If you've not but would like to renew, or haven't
been a member in the past, please click here! Feel free to use this link as well to donate,
should membership not suit your interests but you'd like to support our aims. 

MÓD Board Election:
On Monday, October 24th all MÓD members will be emailed an electronic ballot featuring
board positions and candidates running for those positions. All board positions turn over
at the end of the fiscal year and include chair, vice-chair, secretary, treasurer, public
relations officer, auditor, registrar, membership officer, Irish language officer, youth officer,
and members-at-large. If you have questions about positions or you'd like to be included
on the ballot to run for a particular board position, please contact us no later than Sunday,
October 23rd!

MÓD Annual General Meeting:
Our Annual General Meeting is open to both MÓD members and non-members alike. This
special meeting gives us an opportunity to reflect on our organization as a whole,
welcome in the new 2022-23 board, and give folx curious about our organization a chance
to get to know us. This year's AGM will be held from 4:30-5:00pm at the Saturday
Rambling House event on October 29, 2022. Feel free to give a donation at the main door
to the venue but if you're only participating in the AGM, you are not required to donate. 

Call for committee members:   
October is the last month of the fiscal year for the MÓD board. If you are interested in the
types of committee currently organized or in serving on a branch committee for the 2022-
23 year, please contact us! Committees are the power behind our organization's
vision/aims and help us run successful programming. Committees are open to members
and non-members. 

Celtic Community Night volunteers at Artichoke Music: 
Call for volunteers!! Community members interested in being involved with running sound,
tending bar, welcoming folx at the door, or playing MC for the Celtic Community Night
events at Artichoke Community Music should contact Richie Rosencrans.

Saturday Rambling House volunteers at Waverly UCC:
Call for volunteers!! Community members interested in being involved with room set
up/take down, potluck, and final cleaning duties for the Rambling House should contact
us!

Call for MÓD Annual Campout Documentation:
Do you have any documentation of the campout at ZigZag Mountain Farm - photos,
videos, audio recordings, etc.? We'd love to include it on our new archive page on the
branch website. Kindly forward us your submissions by clicking here!

Two Rivers Céilí Band: 
Calling all women/femme musicians! Players intersted in learning more about the Two
Rivers Céilí Band should contact Teresa Baker. 

All-Ireland Cultural Society: 
The October edition of their newsletter is available here!

In-person Irish Gaelic Language Courses:
Portland Community College (Cascade Campus)
October 5 - November 16th 2022
Level 1: 6:00-6:50pm and Level 2: 7:00-7:50pm
Register at www.pcc.edu/community
 

AN MARGADH | The Marketplace:
Do you have instruments, music paraphenalia, etc. needing a good home? We're
setting aside space in our newsletter as a marketplace to sell/trade/swap your
treasures with other folx in our community. 

Send us a description of your wares with picture(s) and price/trade/swap
conditions, and we'll be sure to include it in November's newsletter. 

CUMA NUA | A New Look:
CCÉOregon.org Gets An Update!

We're so delighted with our updated website. We've expanded what's available with

pages for session listings, set dancing, youth events, and archival material to showcase

our community from the early days of the Irish in Portland to our most recent events like

the campout or Celtic Community Night event. There are even two version of the Portland

tune collection for download on the archive page! Take some time soon to explore and, as

is typical, there will be mistakes so if you come across any, direct edits to Brian.

IMEACHTAÍ NA MÍOSA | October Events:

Céilí of the Valley | 2nd Friday Céilí
(Pan-Celtic Céilí)
Friday, October 14th 2022
VFW Hall
630 Hood St. NE
Salem, Oregon
     Doors: 7:00pm
     Live music: 8:00 - 11:00 PM 
     Musicians: D'n'A (Doug & Amey)
     Callers:lisa, Harry, Jack, & Shannon
     Admission: $10 per person
     Click here for more info!

All ages welcome! Proof of vaccination and mask wearing required.

Oíche na n-Amhrán | Night of Songs
Thursday, October 20th 2022
Third Thursdays (generally)
T.C. O'Leary's Pub
8:00pm-10:00 PM

Samhain Celtic New Year Festival
Saturday, October 22nd 2022
Spinning Room
Willamette Heritage Center 
1313 Mill St. SE
Salem OR 97301
Click here for more information.

MÓD Satuday Rambling House
Saturday, October 29th 2022
Waverly United Church of Christ
3300 SE Woodward Street
Portland OR 97202
    Welcome session: 4:00 PM
     General Meeting: 4:30 PM 
     Cultural programming: 5:00 PM 
     Potluck & Potlatch: 6:00 PM 
     Céilí Mór: 7:30 PM 
     Suggested donation at the door.

More information about this quarterly event below!

IMEACHTAÍ NUA | New Event:
RAMBLING HOUSE

We have moved gracefully (with starts and stops here and there) through this pandemic
and have returned to most of our in-person programming during these last several months
including Celtic Community Night, Oíche na nAmhrán event, local sessions, and even
dance and language classes. Buíochas le Dia. Hoever, you may recall that leading up to
March 2020, the Irish Saturday event at the Sellwood Community House was gaining
traction as a very popular event in the community. This event was an opportunity to
showcase Irish culture to a wider community while centralizing our efforts through fun
and unique programming. All of that came to an abrupt close due to COVID. That's why we
are SO DELIGHTED to announce that we've revived and reinvented this program as a
quarterly Saturday Rambling House!

On October 29, 2022 from 4pm to 10pm, the Waverly United Church of Christ at 3300 SE
Woodward Street in Portland will host an afternoon and evening of Irish cultural events
including singing circles, music sessions, dance/music workshops, potluck supper and
potlatch, and a Céilí Mór (dance) with live music and callers; and YES, since it's
Samhain fancy dress (i.e. costume) is encouraged!

This event is open to the entire community and to all ages and experience levels and is
sponsored by our branch as a way to promote Irish culture practices to the wider
community while also creating some volunteer and fundraising opportunities to re-engage
both our branch members and fellow community members. Contact us if you're interested
in volunteering! 

The event will start off with a large welcome session at 4pm followed by a brief General
Meeting for members of MÓD from 4:30-5pm. Following that will be an hour dedicated
to concurrent cultural programming including a guided slow session for instrumental
beginners, a tune learning workshop for musicians, a youth session, a set and céilí dance
workshop, and a guided singing circle. This programming block will be followed with a
potluck, where we encourage participants to bring their favorite dishes, as well as a
potlatch to share gifts (Irish-related albums, crafts, books, videos, etc.) in need of new
homes. The evening culminates in a two-hour Céilí Mór, which will include a brief primer
for newcomers at the beginning (7:15ish).

This event coincides with the cross-quarter holidays of Samhain, Imbog, Bealtaine,
and Lúnasa so mark you calendars for 10/29/22, 1/28/23, 4/29/23, and 7/29/23.

This event runs entirely by donation - donations of talents, time, energies, and (not
least) funds. This quarterly event is a time we ask our community to share with our
organization resources we can use to further the work in promoting Irish cultural practices.
Please, invite your family, friends, and neighbors, and while the suggested donation at the
door is $10, we encourage you all to give generously to ensure that we can continue to
make an impact in the Portland community. Go raibh míle MÍLE maith agaibh, a chairde! 

DAMHSA SA MBAILE | Dancing Around Town:
Set Dancing Classes w/Linda Burch
Sellwood Community House
1436 SE Spokane Street
Portland OR 97202
Mondays 12:30 - 2:00 PM
For more information contact Linda.

Set Dancing Classes w/Maldon & Phil Meehan
Waverly United Church of Christ
3300 SE Woodward Street
Portland OR 97202
Saturdays 4:00 - 6:00 PM
Click here or more information.

Join the Portland Set Dancing Facebook group to keep up-to-date on set dancing in
the Portland area or visit our newly dedicated
webspace: www.cceoregon.org/portlandsetdancing.

LÉIRMHEAS | Review:

Painting Through the Dark, a novel by Gemma Whelan
 
Don’t we all love the woman that tells it like it is, walks into a room and helps us
get up off our duff and move despite our self-pity. Of course, I am thinking of the
waitresses that broke through my gloom in the middle of a lunch rush in a busy
restaurant. Or of the lover that knew how to slap me out of my doldrums with an
unexpected kindness. In Gemma Whelan’s new novel, Painting thru the Dark.
We meet the feisty young Ashling O’Leary fresh from an Irish convent and
landing in San Francisco on a 3-month visa. She is good and intuitive young
woman and continues to give until it hurts. 

Throughout the book, I was confronted with my own Catholicism, my own
childhood., my own masculinity as the exploitation of the feminine in church and
culture, in Ireland, America and the world becomes subtly clear to the reader.
Modern readers look for redemption in their protagonists. Here we also find
depth, understanding and determination in Ashling as she struggles to grow.

So many comparisons come to mind, Colm Tobin’s, “Brooklyn” as well as
French existential novels, and even picaresque comic strips like “Barbarella,” or
“the Adventures of Phoebe Zeitgeist.” But Painting through the Dark stands on
its own, with the portrait of Aisling O’Leary fleshed out and brought to life.

The supporting characters are also well drawn, familiar, and though self-
absorbed they are not demonized, but merely exposed as human. The
hypocrisy of the church, however, its toxic clergy and complicity of the Irish
state are exposed, despised, and given the airing that is long due.   

Aishling through a series of paintings, and Gemma Whelan through language,
metaphor and superb storytelling bring us to confront the darkness we may all
find ourselves in.
 
Gemma Whalen is an Irish-born director, author, educator, and founder of the
Corrib Theater in our city. She recently directed “The Smuggler” a one man play
starring Thomas O’Leary, Portland’s favorite publican.

Phil Meehan

NA SEISIÚIN | Sessions:

Intermediate Session w//Tim Smith
(open session)
Mondays
Grady's Public House
2714 NE 114th Ave
Vancouver WA 98684
7:00 - 9:00 pmish

Kate & the Lads Live in the Pub: 
(session by invite)
Mondays
T.C. O'Leary's Pub
8:00pm - 10:00 PM

Seisiún na mBan | Women's Session:
(session by invite)
Tuesdays
T.C. O'Leary's Pub
8:00 - 10:00 PM

Taking-Time Slow Session w/John Whelan:
(onlline session)
Wednesdays
Zoom!
4:00 PM
http://johnwhelanmusic.com/slow-session/

Players and listeners of all levels are very welcome to enjoy playing or hearing favorite
tunes at a moderate tempo. This is an opportunity for learning new tunes, as everybody
but the session leader (John) will be muted while they play.

Irish & Trad Tune Sessions in the Park
(open session)
Thursdays
Cook Park
17005 SW 92nd Ave
Tigard OR 97224
3:00 - 5:00 PM

Intermediate Session w/Sandi O'Regan:
(open session)
Thursdays 
The Dullahan Irish Pub
352 SW B Ave, Lake Oswego
7:00 - 9:00 PM

Olympia Monthly Irish Singing Session:
(online session)
Saturday, November 19th 2022
Zoom!
7:00 - 9:00 PM
For RSVP and link contact jpartlow@aol.com

MÓD Youth Session w/Niamh Branigan:
(outdoor open session for youth)
Second Sunday of the month
Hostel Café 
1810 NW Glisan Ave
4:30 - 5:30 PM

Trail Jams Session:
(open session)
Sundays
Hostel Café
1810 NW Glisan Ave
1:30 - 4:30 PM

Irish Piping Tunes w/ Preston Wilde and Conor O'Bryan:
(session by invite)
Sundays
T.C. O'Leary's Pub
2:00 - 5:00 PM

ROMHAINN | Looking Ahead:

Celtic Community Night 
Artichoke Community Music
Cuairt na gCruitirí | Harpers Showcase
November 9th 2022
2700 SE Powell Boulevard
Portland OR 97202

     Doors: 6:45 PM
     Performance: 7:00 PM
     Community music: 8:00 - 9:00 PM
     Admission: $10 per person

Upcoming dates and acts for 2023:

January 11th 2023 - Tionól na bPiobairí | Pipers Showcase
March 8th 2023 - TBD

If you have any suggestions for local or regional acts that might fit well into CCN
programming, contact Richie Rosencrans.

Céilí of the Valley | 2nd Friday Céilí
Friday, November 11th 2022
VFW Hall
630 Hood St. NE
Salem, Oregon

     Doors: 7:00 PM.
     Live music: 8-11:00 PM. 
     Musicians: TWO RIVERS CÉILÍ BAND!!!
     Admission: $10 per person
     Click here for more info!

All ages welcome! Proof of vaccination and mask wearing required.

Yachats Celtic Music Festival
November 11-13th 2022
Yachats Commons Building
441 Hwy 101 N, Yachats, OR 97498
Click here for more information.
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